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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

THE INTERSTATE SECRETARY 



The appointment of an interstate secretary to travel over the country 
to promote the interests of the American Nurses' Association, The 
American Journal of Nursing and the National League of Nursing 
Education, will be made in the early fall. Already requests for the 
attendance of such a secretary are being received and associations or 
schools for nurses desiring her presence at their fall or early winter 
meetings are requested to make their decision as to dates as early as 
possible. Requests are already in hand from Oklahoma, Louisiana,Vir- 
ginia, Georgia, Florida, the District of Columbia, etc., which lead us to 
think that her first trip will be through the west and southwest. Such 
an itinerary is difficult to plan and requires ample time for corre- 
spondence back and forth. One tedious piece of work which such a 
secretary has to perform is to study the various railway routes of the 
country in order to prevent retracing and duplication of travel which 
would add greatly to the expense of all concerned and would lead to 
unnecessary fatigue and loss of time. 

The important topics which this secretary will be prepared to dis- 
cuss with the associations will be: First, the reorganization of the 
national society, in all its detail. While many of the states are doing 
splendid work along these lines, in others the assistance of the repre- 
sentative of the national boards will be most welcome. Second, while 
it is hoped that the survey of the nursing resources of the country will 
be well under way when the interestate secretary starts forth, she will 
be prepared to give advice in regard to this where it is needed. Third, 
she will explain the relationship of the official organ of the American 
Nurses' Association — The American Journal of Nursing, to all 
of this public work, showing what it needs from the nursing body for 
its literary development and its financial support. Fourth, in pro- 
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moting the interests of the League she will outline methods of bringing 
about greater uniformity in the standards of admission, education, 
and registration in the schools of all of the states and especially will 
assist and advise in increasing training school facilities to meet the war 
demands. 

The salary of this secretary is to be paid by the three organizations 
which she represents, but her travelling expenses are to be met by the 
associations or schools calling for her attendance. This arrangement 
is the same as was made for Miss Mclsaac. 

We want to suggest that in making plans for the coming of the 
interstate secretary, committees shall bear in mind the tremendous 
physical strain of the work and that they shall not, in their, desire to be 
hospitable, make great demands upon her outside of her professional 
duties or require her attendance at formal receptions or banquets. 
Her interest and her business will be with the nurses of each community 
and her desire will be to give them all possible assistance in local as 
well as national nursing problems. 

RANK FOR ARMY NURSES 

We see, in the British Journal of Nursing, that the question of rank 
for nurses in military service is being agitated abroad, and we know that 
very recently, in this country, the College Equal Suffrage League of 
Washington, D. C, sent resolutions to the Secretary of War, asking 
that the rank of second lieutenant be conferred on American nurses 
serving with the army. We would remind our readers of the resolution 
passed by the American Nurses' Association at its last convention and 
sent to the Surgeon General, which reads as follows: 

The American Nurses' Association, in convention assembled in Philadel- 
phia, on this first day of May, 1917, would offer the following resolution: 

Whereas, it is true that nurses who are responsible for the actual nursing 
of the patients in the military hospitals have no authority to regulate hygienic 
conditions therein; and 

Whereas, this situation tends to discourage nurses from undertaking the 
work; and 

Whereas, this is a danger to the hospitals' population; and 

Whereas, it has been found essential in representative civil hospitals to 
place upon the nurses the responsibility of the care of the patients, the wards 
and operating room and the cleanliness and order pertaining thereto: 

Therefore, be it resolved: that it is the sense of this meeting that the proper 
military authorities should be requested to specifically define the status of the 
nurse and confer upon her the authority necessary to control the situation, to 
the end that the general welfare of the sick may be promoted and a very grave 
danger to the well, averted. 



Editorial Comment 1151 

While this resolution does not ask directly for rank, this is implied, 
for in order to place upon the nurse the responsibility for the care of the 
patients, army regulations would necessitate her being given an official 
status. Nurses have not allowed the lack of rank to interfere with their 
response to their country's need but we expect that before the war is 
over, such recognition will be given. 

The last paragraph added to Miss Thompson's report of the Army 
Nurse Corps, in this issue of the Journal, gives us to understand 
that some recognition, though seemingly inadequate, has been given 
this resolution. 

NURSES AND FOOD CONSERVATION 

We give below the reply of Miss Goodrich, president of the American 
Nurses' Association, to a request from Mr. Hoover that the necessity 
for conserving America's food supply be placed before the members of 
that association, and the pledge which she has made for the nurses of 
the country. 

In answer to your letter of July 23d, requesting the cooperation of the 
American Nurses' Association in your effort to conserve America's food supply, 
I beg to state that we are taking the following steps: 

Through our official organ, The American Journal of Nursing, which will 
convey your message to the organizations having membership in the American 
Nurses' Association throughout the United States, we will request that the ques- 
tion of food administration, if possible, be included in the program of every 
meeting and that speakers versed in the problem be obtained. 

We will urge that all our members inform themselves thoroughly on the sub- 
ject, in order that they may intelligently advise those to whom their professional 
services call them. 

We believe that we can thus render a wide service in the effort for food con- 
servation, while not interfering with the usual, and at this time, much-needed 
work of our members in the nursing field. 

ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP SHOULD NOT BE DROPPED 

A number of instances have been reported to us of nurses going out 
for service under the Red Cross who have resigned from their local or 
state associations for the period of their absence. Inasmuch as mem- 
bership in the American Nurses' Association is necessary for Red Cross 
enrollment, we believe we are right in saying that continuance of such 
membership is necessary during service. We want to urge, also, that 
all Journal subscribers who are leaving the country shall do, as many 
have already done, send in the additional fifty cents for foreign postage 
and have their magazine follow them. We cannot guarantee to supply 
back numbers for those who drop out, and nursing news will never be 
more welcome than when one is away from home. During this critical 
period of nursing in this country, this Journal as the official organ of 
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our national association is the only one that will contain authentic 
records of the methods that are being followed by it to meet the war 
situation. 

WORD FROM THE FRONT 

The first reports which have come into this office from nurses who 
have gone out with the base hospitals serving in France are encouraging, 
showing as comfortable living and working conditions as could be ex- 
pected in the war zone. We must remember, in reading these or per- 
sonal letters, that they are all censored and that the information given 
must be of a very general nature and is therefore indefinite. It is 
comforting to those of us at home to know that our friends are taking 
so kindly to life at camp. 

THE STANDING OF THE NURSE ANAESTHETIST 

We are often asked whether or not it is legal for a nurse to give an 
anaesthetic. A judge of an appellate court in Kentucky recently 
rendered the decision that a nurse who gives an anaesthetic under the 
direction of a physician and who receives her remuneration from him 
is not practicing medicine. This decision will doubtless help to solve 
the question in other states. 

"THE BATTLE HYMN OF THE REPUBLIC" 

It is to be hoped that all our readers know who wrote the "Battle 
Hymn of the Republic." Certainly we know that the author was 
Julia Ward Howe and not Harriet Beecher Stowe. Why the latter 
should have been given credit for the poem in last month's Journal 
we do not know, nor can we explain how the mistake went through 
several sets of hands in manuscript and proof without being discovered, 
probably it is the evidence of tired brains which failed to discriminate 
between two well-known names. 

ALLOTMENT OF PAY BY ARMY NURSES 

The Superintendent of the Army Nurse Corps, informs us that army 
nurses attached to base hospitals ordered to Europe may make official 
allotments of pay through the commanding officer to any person they 
may choose to designate, to be sent directly to the person designated, 
by the Quartermaster's Department. 

We know that nurses have returned from Red Cross duty, without 
a penny, having spent it all on their patients. We believe this to be 
unwise and think, as a precaution, they should allot at least one half 
of their salary to some one here, to await their return. They may 
come back in need of a long period of rest and recuperation. 



